
Commands of Christ 

Taken from the Institute in Basic Life Principles 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Keeping the commands of Jesus 

begins with recognizing what they are. Following is a collection of 49 of Jesus’ commands. As you read through 

them, ask God to help you observe these words, apply them, and faithfully follow them throughout your 

lifetime. 

• Repent 

17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 

near.” (Matthew 4:17). 

• Follow Me 

19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” (Matthew 4:19). 

• Rejoice 

11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things 

against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in 

heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way” (Matthew 5:11–12). 

• Let Your Light Shine 

16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 

Father. (Matthew 5:16). 

• Honor God’s Law 

17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the 

prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose.” (Matthew 5:17). 

• Be Reconciled 

23 “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has 

something against you, 24 leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then 

come and offer your sacrifice to God. 25 “When you are on the way to court with your adversary, settle your 

differences quickly. Otherwise, your accuser may hand you over to the judge, who will hand you over to an 

officer, and you will be thrown into prison. (Matthew 5:23–25). 

• Do Not Lust 

28 But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

29 So if your eye—even your good eye—causes you to lust, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 

lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your hand—even your 

stronger hand—causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 

than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. (Matthew 5:28–30). 
 

• Keep Your Word 

34 But I say, do not make any vows! Do not say, ‘By heaven!’ because heaven is God’s throne. 35 And do not 

say, ‘By the earth!’ because the earth is his footstool. And do not say, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for Jerusalem is the city of 

the great King. 36 Do not even say, ‘By my head!’ for you can’t turn one hair white or black. 37 Just say a simple, 

‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I won’t.’ Anything beyond this is from the evil one.  (Matthew 5:37). 
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• Go the Second Mile 

38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for 

a tooth.’39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek 

also. 40 If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If a soldier demands 

that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. 42 Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those 

who want to borrow.  (Matthew 5:38–42). 

• Love Your Enemies 

44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true 

children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on 

the just and the unjust alike. 46 If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt 

tax collectors do that much.  (Matthew 5:44–46). 

• Be Perfect 

46 If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 

47 If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. 48 But 

you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.  (Matthew 5:46–48). 

• Practice Secret Disciplines 

“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your 

Father in heaven.  3 But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand 

is doing. 4 Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you…6 But when you 

pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who 

sees everything, will reward you…17 But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one 

will notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who 

sees everything, will reward you.  (Matthew 6:1–18). 

• Lay Up Treasures 

19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves 

break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not 

break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.   (Matthew 6:19–

21). 

• Seek God’s Kingdom 

33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you 

need.   (Matthew 6:33). 

• Judge Not 

“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 2 For you will be treated as you treat others. The standard 

you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.   (Matthew 7:1–3). 

• Do Not Cast Pearls 

6 “Don’t waste what is holy on people who are unholy. Don’t throw your pearls to pigs! They will trample the 

pearls, then turn and attack you.  (Matthew 7:6). 

• Ask, Seek, Knock 

7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, 

and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to 

everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  (Matthew 7:7–8). 

• Do Unto Others 

12 “Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that is taught in the law 

and the prophets.    (Matthew 7:12). 



• Choose the Narrow Way 

13 “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hellis broad, and its gate is 

wide for the many who choose that way. 14 But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and 

only a few ever find it.   (Matthew 7:13–14). 

• Beware of False Prophets 

15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. 16 You can 

identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 

thistles?    (Matthew 7:15–16). 

• Pray for Laborers 

37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is in 

charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.”   (Matthew 9:37–38). 

• Be Wise as Serpents 

16 “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes and harmless as 

doves.”   (Matthew 10:16). 

• Fear Not 

28 “Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot touch your soul. Fear only God, who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matthew 10:28). 

• Hear God’s Voice 

15 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!   (Matthew 11:15). 

• Take My Yoke 

28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”   (Matthew 11:28–30). 

• Honor Your Parents 

4 For instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or 

mother must be put to death.   (Matthew 15:4). 

• Beware of False Teaching 

6 “Watch out!” Jesus warned them. “Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”  (Matthew 16:6). 

• Deny Yourself 

23 Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up 

your cross daily, and follow me. 24 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life 

for my sake, you will save it. 25 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or 

destroyed?    (Luke 9:23–25). 

• Despise Not Little Ones 

10 “Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are 

always in the presence of my heavenly Father.  (Matthew 18:10). 

• Go to Offenders 

15 “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other person listens and 

confesses it, you have won that person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you 

and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 17 If the person still 

refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that 

person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.   (Matthew 18:15–17). 

 



• Beware of Covetousness 

15 Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you 

own.”   (Luke 12:15). 

• Forgive Offenders 

21 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven 

times?” 22 “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven”.  (Matthew 18:21–22). 

• Honor Marriage 

4 “Haven’t you read the Scriptures?” Jesus replied. “They record that from the beginning ‘God made them male 

and female.’” 5 And he said, “‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, 

and the two are united into one.’ 6 Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has 

joined together.”   (Matthew 19:4–6). 

• Be a Servant 

26 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 27 and 

whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. 28 For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”   (Matthew 20:26–28). 

• Be a House of Prayer 

13 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it 

into a den of thieves!”   (Matthew 21:13). 

• Ask in Faith 

21 Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you can do things like this and 

much more. You can even say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will 

happen. 22 You can pray for anything, and if you have faith, you will receive it.”   (Matthew 21:21–22). 

• Bring In the Poor 

12 Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your friends, 

brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 

13 Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the righteous, 

God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.” 

   (Luke 14:12–14). 

• Render to Caesar 

19 Here, show me the coin used for the tax.” When they handed him a Roman coin,  20 he asked, “Whose 

picture and title are stamped on it?” 21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. “Well, then,” he said, “give to Caesar what 

belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.”    (Matthew 22:19–21). 

• Love the Lord 

37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This 

is the first and greatest commandment.    (Matthew 22:37–38). 

• Love Your Neighbor 

39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’40 The entire law and all the demands of the 

prophets are based on these two commandments.”  (Matthew 22:39–40). 

• Await My Return 

42 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. 43 Understand this: If a 

homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his house to be 

broken into. 44 You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least 

expected.    (Matthew 24:42–44). 



• Take, Eat, and Drink 

6 As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the 

disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God 

for it. He gave it to them and said, “Each of you drink from it, 28 for this is my blood, which confirms the 

covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many.   (Matthew 

26:26–28). 

• Be Born Again 

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 

6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.  7 So don’t be surprised 

when I say, ‘You must be born again.’    (John 3:5–7). 

• Keep My Commandments 

5 “If you love me, obey my commandments.   (John 14:15). 

• Watch and Pray 

41 Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is 

weak!”    (Matthew 26:41). 

• Feed My Sheep 

15 After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” 

Peter replied, “you know I love you.”  “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.  16 Jesus repeated the question: 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?”  “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.”  “Then take care of my 

sheep,” Jesus said.     (John 21:15–16). 

• Baptize My Disciples 

18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.”   (Matthew 28:19-20). 

• Receive God’s Power 

49 “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit 

comes and fills you with power from heaven.” 

   (Luke 24:49). 
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